Remembering Dr Richard Geeves (1925 - 2020)

by A/Prof Cheong Pak Yean, Past President, College of Family Physicians Singapore

Dr Geeves, a great friend
of the College passed on
18th July 2020 in Tasmania. |
learnt this while researching
the history of the College
on its 50th anniversary. |
came across an obituary!
placed by his family in the
Sydney Morning Herald on
20th July 2020 and a eulogy
in the Tasmania parliament®
delivered by Member of
Parliament, Mr Julian Lessner
on |5t March 2021.

Dr Richard Geeves (Far right) with Prof & Mrs Wes Fabb in Hobart with
AlProfs Goh Lee Gan and Cheong Pak Yean

Dr Geeves was a GP in
Tasmania and New South

Wales (NSW). After he
graduated from medical
school after the Second

World War, he took over
his father’s GP practice in
Geevestown, Tasmania. Dr
Geeves later relocated to
practice in New SouthWales.
In an article published in the
College Mirror in 2003, Dr
Wong Heck Singiii, a founder
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of the College in 1971 recalled how they met when Dr
Wong was in Sydney in 1969 to scout for schools for his
children. Dr Geeves who was DrWong’s brother neighbour
had engaging conversations ‘over the fence’ and rallied his
office as Censor-in-Chief of the Royal Australasian College
of General Practitioners (RACGP) to help our new College
conduct the first MCGP examination in 1972. Dr Geeves
and Prof Wes Fabb were our first external examiners. The
College awarded Dr Geeves an Honorary Fellowship in
1973 for this sterling commitment.

Dr Geeves pioneered community care for elderly patients
in NSWV after he stopped general practice. He was awarded
the Centenary Medal by his nation

We last met Dr Geeves in 2014 when he was on the
way back to Australia after he attended the Centennial
commemorative ceremony in Tripoli to mark the end of
the Great War in 1924. A/Prof Goh and | met Dr Geeves in
Shangri-la hotel for dinner. It was then | first learnt of his
award of the Order of Australia for his heroic service in
Papua New Guinea during the Second World War — another
connection for Singapore.

A Japanese Engineering battalion that occupied Singapore
in 1941 was stationed in the pre-war shop houses built
by Cheong Chin Nam, my grandfather in 1923 in Bukit
Timah. This was where Dr Wong Heck Sing started his

clinic in 1952 and where | practised

in 2001 for this work especially on
dementia. These services are now called
Intermediate and long-term care (ILTC)
in Singapore. Again by serendipity, he
was to deliver the opening address of
the College first Family Practice Skills
Course (FPSC) focussing on ILTC on
27th October 2002.

As then president of the College and
organiser of the first FPSC, | did not
know that Dr Geeves would stop-over
in Singapore while on the way back

From the memorabilia of
the College he kept in his
cottage and the College
Fellowship Diploma of

1973 hanging on his Its
ancestral home, we were
sure that he had our
College in heart and mind
all these years.

since 1980. After Singapore was secured,
that Japanese battalion was moved to
Philippine and then Papua New Guinea in
the Japanese attempt to invade Australia.
On its annihilation, the Japanese archives
was captured by the Australian Army.
in Singapore were duly
documented in history and reported in
the Straits Times in 2005". Uncanny this
was another connection we shared with
Dr Geeves.

sojourn

Dr Geeves was feted by his country-

to Australia from UK. He first went

unannounced to the College office at COMB building
that day and was re-directed to Woodbridge Hospital, the
venue of the FPSC. | remember seeing this tall Caucasian
gentleman walked in before the session started. He
introduced himself. | connected. He was the Dr Geeves of
RACGP, our benefactor for the MCGP examination that Dr
Wong Heck Sing often recounted. In the brief conversation
before the first FPSC started, | learnt of his recent immersive
experience with ILTC in Australia. Dr Geeves on that spur
of the moment agreed to give the opening address to share
his experience on ‘Home Health Care’.| believe that he was
sent by providence to be present at the advent of another
cornerstone of the college academic programme.

I met Dr Geeves on two further occasions.The first in 2003
was whenA/Prof Goh Lee Gan and | were in HobartTasmania
for A/Prof Goh to receive an Honorary Fellowship from
the Australian College. After the ceremonies in Tasmania,
Dr Geeves then in his seventies drove us to Geevestown,
founded by his great grandfather in the interior of Tasmania.
We recounted this experience in the College Mirror®™. From
the memorabilia of the College he kept in his cottage and
the College Fellowship Diploma of 1973 hanging on his
ancestral home, we were sure that he had our College in
heart and mind all these years.

men in Australia. His contributions
to humanity however were larger than life. The Family
Medicine fraternity and College in Singapore had benefited
from our encounters with Dr Geeves. We humbly extend
our condolences to his five sons and thank them and the
Australian College for the blessings Dr Geeves bestowed

to us in Singapore.
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