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Vocational Training for Family Physicians

The Family Medicine Training Programme
(FMTP) to train doctors for the College
Diplomate Membership (MCGP) began a year
after the College was founded in 1971.  This
was taken over by the Masters examination
in 1993.  The Fellowship training programme
was started in 1999 to train FM leaders to
augment those who had distinguished
themselves after many years of practice and
elected to fellowship.  The Graduate Diploma
was started also in 1999 to be the benchmark

certification of family physicians.  Figure 1
gives an overview of the status of FM
vocational training and Fig 2 gives details of
the various training programmes.

It will be useful to position all these
programmes in relation to the work that family
physicians could now do and be recognized
for. The GDFM, Masters and College
Fellowship awards are professional pre-
requisites in career development upon which

other eligibility criteria for example
administrative and leadership attributes are
added. The term, "Family Physician" is now a
term that defines those doctors vocationally
trained in FM. These doctors are now put to
work to provide extended and enhanced
clinical services to patients. Some family
physicians are taking the extra step to develop
expertise in these areas by completing
graduate diplomas (such as that in Geriatric
Medicine and Psychotherapy from NUS), by
clinical attachments and/or mentorship by
experts in those fields.

The College has pledged to build the capacity
of primary care by leveraging on the current
FM training programmes (FMTP) in place and
by working with the Ministry on other initiatives.
Ensuring that primary care contributes to the
health of the Nation is after all the rai·son
d'ê·tre of the College.

Figure 1: Current Status of College FM Vocational Training

Figure 2: Overview of the Family Medicine Training Programmes (FMTP) in Singapore
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