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Institute can initiate studies on what is the best training for the general practitioner of the

future, regardless of whether or not the ideals can yet be achieved.”

Some aspects of how best the Institute could be structured may have changed with

time.  The principles of his vision however remain valid. The Council would work out the

operational details in setting up this Institute of Family Medicine in consultation with the

FM fraternity, the medical profession and the authorities.

With this Institute, FM would be poised to scale greater heights. Firstly, the vision of

this Institute would be to enable every doctor in Singapore to be a vocationally well-trained

doctor. This must of need include every family physician, as our FM fraternity comprises at

least 60% of all doctors in Singapore.  Secondly, FM will be the integrating factor that

bridges and glues the disparate elements of healthcare.  Thirdly, the Institute will promote

the image of the trained FM as the pivot of an integrated and thereby cost-effective system.
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If you have been keeping track of the College’s activities, you might notice that the College

has been organising numerous CME activities such as talks and skills courses for the family

physicians.  The College has always been on the forefront, encouraging family physicians to

enhance their professionalism in the Family Medicine field continuously.

From the last quarter of 2001, the College has been producing a quarterly CME

calendar for family physicians.   Besides ensuring that family physicians are kept up-to-date

on the ongoing CME activities relevant to them, the College and its co-organisers also make

efforts to plan such activities beyond the doctors’ practice hours, making it convenient for

them to attend.

Furthering to this, the College also organises or co-organises postgraduate vocational

education leading to the Graduate Diploma, Masters and Fellowship awards in Family Medicine.

To get a better understanding of the Graduate Diploma and CME activities organised

by the College, read on to find out what the GDFM trainees have to say about the GDFM

programme and CME activities!
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